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SAN FRANCISCO PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION STORMWATER CONTROL PLAN PROJECT 
REVIEW AND APPROVAL PROCESS UPDATES

OVERVIEW: SFPUC updated its Stormwater Control Plan review process to streamline DBI permitting while 
ensuring compliance with stormwater requirements. Key changes include clarified submission steps, new 
certification requirements, and mandatory photo documentation for project approvals.

In February 2025, the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC) updated its Stormwater Control 
Plan (SCP) project review and approval process to help streamline the Department of Building Inspection’s 
(DBI) permitting process. The process continues to ensure compliance with SFPUC’s Stormwater 
Management Requirements (SMR).

Applicability
The SMR applies to all new and redevelopment projects that create and/or replace 5,000 square feet or more 
of impervious surface in combined sewer areas or 2,500 square feet or more in separate sewer areas within 
the City and County of San Francisco. The Stormwater Management Ordinance – San Francisco Public Works 
Code, Article 4.2 Sections 147-147.6 – requires these projects to comply with the SMR.

Preliminary and Final Stormwater Control Plans
For a DBI Site Permit with Addenda, the updates are as follows:

•	 The Preliminary SCP (PSCP) shall be reviewed by SFPUC for intake acceptance before submitting 
the site permit application package to DBI.

•	 The Final SCP (FSCP) shall be reviewed by SFPUC for intake acceptance before submitting the 
architectural addenda to DBI.

For a DBI Full Building Permit, the update is as follows:

•	 SFPUC shall approve the PSCP and review the FSCP for intake acceptance prior to submitting the 
full building permit application package to DBI.

Certification of Acceptable Construction and Certificate of Final Completion
The FSCP must be approved and its conditions satisfied prior to issuance of the DBI Certificate of Final 
Completion. A standard condition of approval for the FSCP is the submittal of a signed Certification of 
Acceptable Construction (CAC) by the project team.
 
The process for submitting a CAC has been updated because SFPUC has updated its template and photos 
are now required in the submittal. All projects that received FSCP conditional approval on or after February 
1, 2025, or projects that received FSCP conditional approval prior to this date but have not begun the CAC 
process must submit the new form with photo documentation.

Refer to the flowcharts from SFPUC showing the full permitting process for both a Site Permit with Addenda 
and a Full Building Permit:
https://www.sfpuc.gov/sites/default/files/construction-and-contracts/design-guidelines/SCP_Review_
ProcessDiagram_FEB25.pdf

To discuss this matter and how it may impact your projects, please contact your Langan Project Manager or: 

DJ Hodson, PE, LEED AP
Managing Principal
dhodson@langan.com
415.955.5240

Allen Cheong, PE, LEED AP
Senior Project Manager 
acheong@langan.com
415.955.5266
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